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Dear all,

A very strange year will come to a close soon. The impacts of
Covid-19  were  felt  intensely  by  everyone  in  the  school
community. In every walk of life changes to routines and habits
are difficult to make and we wish to express our sincere thanks
to  parents  and  children  in  supporting  us  and  each  other  by
adhering  to  the  health  advice  that  still  guides  our  everyday
practices.

A particular  thanks goes out  to  all  parents/guardians  for  co-
operation in relation to not entering the school premises. Please
keep in mind that  at  any time you should feel  free to leave
messages on the school phone if you wish to talk to a teacher
071 9143073.  Our answering machine  is  checked every day
after school closes and calls are returned. 

Before going into this year's winter holidays we want to take
the opportunity to wish you all well for the next year. We hope
to be soon able to return to what we have learned to appreciate
as our normal school environment. 

With this newsletter we also revive a tradition at SSP that got
lost  in the rather tumultuous times since 2019. We hope the
information  provided  in  the  newsletter  is  useful.  At  the
beginning we have included more general information. In the
later sections we also include material about the activities in
the classes.  Hopefully,  it  can give you an impression of the
richness of the children's day-to-day experiences in spite of all
the restrictions that Covid-19 triggered for school life.

Looking forward to a brighter outlook in 2021,

Carmel Morley



Addressing all new families and children

To start our newsletter we wish to send a specific welcome to
all  new  families  and  children  who  joined  us  in  September
2020. We hope you are all well settled by now.

Board of Management

Not  only  the  children  and  teachers  in  classrooms  feel  the
impact  of  the  restrictions  on  social  contacts.  Our  Board  of
Management  was  similarly  affected,  having  to  organise  its
meetings online throughout 2020. Anna Mitchell, Khalif  Dini,
Luciana  Feva,  Máire  Marley,  Barry  Finan,  Gayle  Nagle,
Eleonora  Poceviciute  and  Carmel  Morley  are  currently
members of  the Board of Management. 

Covid-19 measures in school

Covid 19 measures are still  in place in the school.  We have
hand  sanitiser  stations  at  strategically  chosen  locations  all
around the school building. (Should you come in at some point,
please use the sanitiser at the wall to the left directly beside the
main entrance door.) We are providing warm water for children
to wash their hands. The school is cleaned on a daily basis from
3pm to 5pm. In school the adults adhere to wearing face masks.



School Policies

School policies at SSP are under constant monitoring. They are
regularly updated. The most recent example is our admissions
policy. You can find an overview of policies on our webpage. 

Parents Association

At present there is no Parents Association at  SSP. If  parents
wish to  set  up a Parents  Association,  Carmel  is  available  to
assist if so required.

Winter Performance

One of the sad things that we have to report is that due to the
ongoing  contact  restrictions  we  will  not  have  a  Winter
Performance  this  year.  Instead  the  children  put  on  a  winter
celebration within the school only for each other. This will take
place  on  Friday  18th   of  December.  It  will  include  guitar
playing, tin whistle playing, songs and dance.

Extra Activities

Extra  activities  are  still  postponed until  schools  are  back to
normal  routines.  This  means  that  there  are  no  after  school
activities at present. We are looking closely at the possibilities
to offer activities like woodwork or gardening again but for the
moment they will also remain postponed. 



Sandpit

One of the most favourite facilities at SSP is the large sandpit
on the yard. Thanks to volunteers and parental support we have
been able to bring in new sand during the summer months. The
sandpit is now closed for winter. This has nothing to do with
Covid-19, it is simply owed to the adverse weather conditions.
We will open up the sandpit in spring again, looking forward to
another  generation  of  dream  castles  and  utopian  towns
emerging.



School Completion

Wednesdays from 9 am to 12.30 pm Paul Conlon works with
older children in the school as part of the School Completion
Programme (SCP). This is a programme funded by the Child
and Family Agency "Tusla". Its aim is to support children and
families to avail of educational opportunities. Paul is with us
for  a  long  number  of  years  now,  his  main  focus  is  on
supporting  the  children  in  their  transition  from  primary  to
secondary school.

School Closure

The school will close this year on Wednesday, 22nd at 12 noon
for the winter holidays. We will be open again on Wednesday
6th of January as usual. 
The calendar with all closure dates is also accessiblee on our
webpage and a printed copy is available from the school office.

Parent-Teacher Meetings

Usually parent-teacher meetings take place in November. We
hope  to  be  able  to  organise  these  meetings  for  the  end  of
January if Covid-19 restrictions allow to do so. Irrespective of
the  formal  parent-teacher  meetings,  please  don't  hesitate  to
contact us with any inquiry regarding your child or the school.
We will always accommodate communication between parents
and teachers.



School Lunches

Our school  lunches are  provided by Carambola.  We wish to
remind you that lunches can be changed by parents and child
from home with their unique login details. It can also be done
for the child in school with a teacher using the school login
details. If you have questions in this regard, please talk to the
teacher of your child or contact the school office and leave a
message on the answering machine.

**********

We asked the children what were their favourite things since
they came back to school. Here is what the children in Maire's
class like:

Adam - likes playing in the halla with Deirdre.

Ahmad - likes playing on the computer.

Carmen  -  I  really  likes  playing  with  the  big  Lego.  My
favourite thing to build is a house.

Heidi - I like free writing. I like making up stories.

John B -  I like playing in the chill room with the red gun and I
like eating lunch.

John M - I like playing Sionnach agus Sicíní in the halla. I like
when I get to be on.



Juan - I like building lego instructions. I like the batman lego.
I like cycling on the green bike at break time.

Lily - My favourite thing is colouring and getting to make my
ice cream colouring book.

Mary - I like going to the halla to play skittles. I like colouring
too. Blue is my favourite colour.

Michael  -  I  like  making  things  in  arts  and  crafts,  gluing,
sticking and cutting. I like when we go to the playground and
play on the blue spinner.  I  like the halla  too.  I  like playing
skittles. I like when we made the chocolate cake.

Mohamad - I like the Goldilocks and the three bears game. 

Naayel - My favourite thing at school is the chill room. I like
to play on the computer and playing shop.

Nasim - My favourite is playing in the chill room and painting.
I liked playing the dentist in the chill room.

Noah - likes making Lego with Gary.

Rosie - I like learning to read books. Kipper is my favourite.

Tyler -  I  like playing on the big tree.  I  made a rope and it
actually works. I like making my superhero colouring book.

Usman -  I like playing in the chill room with the dolls and
cars. I like cycling the green bike.

Yani - I love learning how to read. I like practicing the letters
for homework.



Here is a brief summary of activities that took place in Máire's
classroom:

Nexus Boards

This year we got new nexus boards which the children in both
rooms have played with. The children use threads and a pen to
make  patterns  on  the  boards.  The  boards  can  be  connected
together for bigger designs.

Aistear

This  term Máire’s  room explored  the  home,  the  dentist,  the
supermarket, the clothes shop and the toy shop through play
activities. We had great fun setting up our own dentist in the
chill room. We were very busy pulling teeth, giving fillings and
making  appointments.  There  were  also  great  sales  in  the
supermarket  and depending on who was working you could
buy the whole shop for less than a €1.

GoNoodle

Máire’s class have taken to movement activities on the website
GoNoodle. We have our own account with characters that we
pick to level up. We use GoNoodle to perform dances, relaxing
exercises  and  general  fitness  activities.  Pop-see-ko  is  a
favourite  with children and we are hoping to  perform it  for
Carmel’s class as part of our winter celebration.



Halloween Party

The day before we closed for the mid-term we had our annual
Halloween party. Some children came dressed up in costumes.
We also had a special visitor from the Dr. Seuss books.

Unfortunately with Covid-19 we couldn’t partake in the usual
Halloween games but we enjoyed party games such as pass the
parcel, musical statues, a treasure hunt and a piñata. We also
had our usual food party.



Bua na Cainte

This  year  both  classes  have  got  a  new  Irish  language
programme  called  Bua  na  Cainte.  Bua  na  cainte  is  on  the
interactive whiteboard and uses the characters Oisín and Niamh
to  teach  Gaeilge  under  different  topics.  It  provides  lots  of
games,  songs,  poems and stories under  each of the different
topics.   

Carmel's class also collected a list of their favourite things
since the children came back to school: 

Lego

Stop, Block, Tell (A rap about cyber bullying)

Tin whistle

Going to the playground

Maths games including the dice game

Rummykub

Writing stories

Projects

‘Karlson on the Roof’

Putty 

Jigsaws

Chess

Modelling clay in art

Decoupage



Painting full size drawings of the younger children

Painting ‘Báidín Fheilimí’

Among Us, a game played at break time

Games in the hall including; Snakes, Shark, Sionnach agus 

Sicíní, Skittles, Dodge Ball, Protect the President, Tails.

Weetabix

Group paintings of the Vikings

Guitar with Karl

Basketball



And a brief impression of what else happened ...

Guitar

Since  September  Karl  from  Music  Generation  has  been
teaching  the  older  children  to  play  guitar.  He  comes  to  the
school every Friday. The children have progressed very well
and can  play  several  tunes  at  this  stage.  Unfortunately  they
won’t be able to perform in a Winter Performance this year as
happened in previous years. 

Yard

The  yard  is  a  busy  place  in  Sligo  School  Project.  Some
activities that are popular at  the moment are the trampoline,
basketball,  the  huts,  Among  Us,  Sketch  (Ball  and  pad)  and
sometimes the children have fun playing in the puddles. There
are three bicycles on the yard at the moment which many of the
younger children enjoy. It’s great to see some of the children
learning  to  cycle  without  stabilisers.  Tennis  rackets  and
skipping ropes continue to be popular also. 

Chess

Deirdre continues to play chess with the older children. It’s a
wonderful  game  to  develop  mathematical  skills  and  also  to
teach strategy. Some children from the junior class are learning
to play this year. Unfortunately we won’t be able to invite other
schools to play with us at present but that is something we will
certainly organise again in the future. 



Hall

We are very fortunate to have an indoor hall in the school and
all  of  the  children  enjoy  games  and  movement  there.  The
younger  children  have  learned  to  play  a  variety  of  games
including Sionnach agus Sicíní, Foxy Foxy, What time is it Mr
Wolf?, Snakes, Tails, Corners, Shark, Bench Ball, Dodge Ball,
Stuck  in  the  Mud and  of  course  Skittles.  Skittles  has  been
played and enjoyed by children in the school for many years.
It’s a game for all age groups and any number of children can
play.  The  teachers  continue  to  teach  new  games  and  the
children all have their favourites. 

Local Playgrounds

Our school is quite close to two local playgrounds, Doorly Park
and Cranmore. When the weather permits, we sometimes take a
trip  to  the  playground and generally  have  a  lot  of  fun.  The
playground  in  Doorly  Park  is  more  suitable  for  the  older
children  while  the  Cranmore  one  caters  mostly  for  younger
children. 

Baking

Both  classes  have  had  opportunities  to  bake  this  year.  The
juniors made Chocolate Biscuit Cake while the seniors made
Yogurt  Cake.  Children  form  Carmel’s  class  also  did  some
baking at  home and they brought  the  finished products  into
school so that we could all enjoy the delicious home cooked
treats. 



Izaq9

The  older  children  have  been  working  with  izaq9  cubes  in
maths. This resource allows the children to problem solve in a
different  way. They work in groups of 3 or 4 and carry out
tasks designed by the izaq9 website. The children must work
together  to  find  solutions  to  mathematical  problems.  All
problems  relate  to  the  cubes  which  have  various  numbers,
shapes  and maths  terms  on their  faces.  Activities  like  izaq9
encourage the children to co-operate and learn from each other.
Tasks  become increasingly  difficult  as  the  children  progress
through the website. 

*********

And just before the end ... one of the most important skills in
life is to be able to ask good questions. Here are a few for you
to answer:

How do you get an elephant into a fridge?

How do you get a giraffe into a fridge?

And most importantly:

Is it true that children grow like mushrooms in the ground
and magically appear in sheltered heaps of leaves?



At SSP we know that it is at least possible!

As always, you find more about SSP on our webpage:

www.sligoschoolproject.ie


